We Give Glory and Thanks to God
For the life of

James McKenzie Baird, Jr.

The First Presbyterian Church of Jackson
The Fourth Day of February, Two Thousand Twenty
Six O’Clock




James McKenzie Baird, Jr.
August 11, 1928 - January 31, 2020

“Well done, thou good and faithful servant”



The Ministers:

The Reverend Charles Knox Baird
The Reverend Randall P. Pope
The Reverend Dr. Shelton P. Sanford
The Reverend Dr. David T. A. Strain

The Order of Service

The Entrance of the family - “Amazing Grace”
Nancy Bateman, Cello; William Wymond, Organ

The Prelude - “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”
The First Presbyterian Church Choir, James Peipon, Directing

The Call to Worship -
The Hymn No. 92 - “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

The Invocation -

David Strain

David Strain

The Welcome - Knox Baird
The Hymn No. 32 - “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
The Message - Randy Pope
The Solo - “My Tribute”

Rene Young, Soloist
The Message - Shelton Sanford
The Hymn No. 358 - “For All the Saints Who from Their Labors Rest”
The Benediction - Knox Baird

The Choral Response - “Hallelujah” (Messiah)

Following the service friends of the family are invited to visit

the Baird family in Miller Hall.



What Is the Gospel!

The gospel is called the “good news” because it addresses the most

serious problem that you and I have as human beings, and that problem

is simply this: God is holy and He is just, and I'm not. And at the end of
my life, I'm going to stand before a just and holy God, and I'll be judged.
And, I'll be judged either on the basis of my own righteousness - or lack

of It-or the righteousness of another. The good news of the gospel is that
Jesus lived a life of perfect righteousness, of perfect obedience to God,
not of His own well-being but for His people. He has done for me what I
couldn’t possibly do for myself. But not only has He lived that life of
perfect obedience, He offered Himself as a perfect sacrifice to satisfy the
justice and the righteousness of God.

The great misconception in our day is this: that God isn’t concerned to
protect His own integrity. He’s a kind of wishy-washy deity, who just
waves a wand of forgiveness over everybody. No. For God to forgive you
is a very costly matter. It cost the sacrifice of His own Son. So valuable
was that sacrifice that God pronounced it valuable by raising Him from
the dead- so that Christ died for us, He was raise for our justification.

So the gospel is something objective. It is the message of who Jesus is and
what He did. And it also has a subjective dimension. How are the
benefits of Jesus subjectively appropriated to us? How do I get it? The
Bible makes it clear that we are justified not by our works, not by our
efforts, not by our deeds, but by faith, and by faith alone. The only way
you can receive the benefit of Christ’s life and death is by putting your
trust in Him, and in Him alone. You do that, you're declared just by God,
you're adopted into His family, you’re forgiven of all of your sins, and you
have begun your pilgrimage for eternity.

From the pen of R. C. Sproul




